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(57) ABSTRACT

An image capture device and method for correcting output
levels thereof, made up of an image shifter for moving an
image position on a light receiving surface, having a differ-
ential calculating section for calculating the differential
between the output levels of pixels receiving light from the
same part of an image on a light-receiving surface before and
after moving the image position; an offset amount calculating
section for calculating the amount of offset to the output
levels of pixels in a pixel line by sequentially adding the
differences in output levels in pixel lines arrayed in the direc-
tion of image position movement; and a correcting section for
correcting pixel output levels by equalizing the variability in
output levels between pixels in a pixel line based on the
amount of pixel offset in the pixel line.
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1
IMAGE CAPTURE DEVICE, PIXEL OUTPUT
LEVEL COMPENSATION METHOD FOR
SAME, INFRARED CAMERA SYSTEM, AND
INTERCHANGEABLE LENS SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present patent application claims priority from Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2011-075285, filed Mar. 30,
2011, which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention pertains to an image capture device,
a method for compensating pixel output levels thereof, an
infrared camera system, and an interchangeable lens system,
and more particularly to an image capture device, a method
for compensating pixel output levels thereof, an infrared cam-
era system, and an interchangeable lens system with which
variability in output levels between pixels can be averaged.

BACKGROUND ART

Examples of conventional image capture devices are set
forth in Patent Citations 1 through 3 below. In the infrared
image capture devices set forth in Patent Citations 1 through
3, a reference image is obtained by closing a correction shut-
ter; the amount of shift in individual pixel output levels is
obtained from the reference image to correct for variability in
output levels between pixels.

PRIOR ART REFERENCES
Patent References

Patent Citation 1: Published Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion 2002-310804

Patent Citation 2: Published Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion 2008-111754

Patent Citation 3: Published Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion 2008-203054

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problems the Invention Seeks to Resolve

All of these conventional image capture devices, however,
required frequent closing of a correction. An image capture
device cannot capture images of objects while a correction
shutter is closed. Therefore when these conventional image
capture devices were used as monitor cameras such as secu-
rity cameras or the like, the problem arose that events occur-
ring while a correction shutter was closed, short though that
time might be, could not be monitored. In addition, because
conventional image capture devices cannot output newly cap-
tured moving image frames while the correction shutter is
closed, moving images are interrupted.

The present invention therefore has the object of providing
an image capture device capable of equalizing variability in
output levels between pixels without closing a correction
shutter, and of providing a method for that pixel output level
correction, and an infrared camera system and interchange-
able lenses for same.

Means for Resolving the Problem

In order to achieve the aforementioned objective, the image
capture device comprising: an image capturing means having
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2

a light-receiving surface, arrayed on which are pixels com-
posed of image capturing elements for outputting electrical
signals at output levels responsive to received light intensity;
optics capable of forming an image of an object on the light
receiving surface; an image shifting means for moving a
position of the image on the light receiving surface; and an
image processing means for processing the image captured
by the image capturing means; wherein the image capturing
means captures the image on the light-receiving surface
before and after movement of the image position by the image
shifting means; wherein the image processing means has: a
differential calculating section for calculating differences in
output levels between pixels receiving light for the same part
of the image on the light-receiving surface before and after
moving the image position; an offset amount calculating sec-
tion for sequentially adding the differences in output levels
for a pixel line arrayed in the direction of movement of the
image position, so as to calculate offset amounts for output
levels of pixels in the pixel line; and a correction section for
correcting output levels of pixels so as to equalize variability
in output levels between pixels in the pixel line, based on the
offset amounts.

In the image capture device of the present invention, an
image position is moved relative to a light-receiving surface.
A differential Al is then calculated between the output level
of a first pixel receiving light in a portion in which an image
is present before moving the image position, and the output
level of a second pixel receiving light for the same portion
after it is moved. What is important here is that this difference
Al is equivalent to the difference between the first and second
pixels when a correction shutter of uniform brightness (or
temperature) is closed and an image captured. Therefore the
present invention enables the output level difference Al
between the first and second pixels to be obtained without
closing a correction shutter.

For the differential between output levels among pixels
receiving light for the same portion of an image, as with the
differential Al in the output levels between a first pixel and
second pixel, a A2 is calculated for the difference between
output levels of the second and third pixel, as is a A3 for the
difference between output levels of the third and fourth pix-
els, .. .and a An for the difference between output levels of the
nth pixel and the (n+1) pixel. Note that “n” is a positive
integer.

In addition, the amount of shift in the output level of pixels
in that pixel line is calculated by sequentially adding pixels
differences A1, A2, A3, . . . etc. along the direction of move-
ment of the image position. l.e., assuming a first pixel shift
amount of 0, for example, the shift amount for the second
pixel is calculated to be A1, (A1+A2) for the third pixel shift
amount, and similarly (A1+A2+A3+ ... +An) forthe n+1 pixel
shift amount. Thus in the present invention, the shift amount
in individual pixel output levels can be calculated without
closing the correction shutter. Therefore in the present inven-
tion variability in output levels between pixels can be equal-
ized without closing a correction shutter.

In the present invention, the image shifting means prefer-
ably moves the image position in the direction of the pixel
array by a distance N times the pixel spacing on the light
receiving surface (where N is a positive integer); the differ-
ential calculating section calculates differences, for each
pixel, in output levels between pixels shifted by N pixels from
each other in pixel lines arrayed in the direction of motion of
the image position; the offset amount calculating section adds
the differences every Nth pixels in sequence, using each pixel
from the first pixel to the Nth pixel in the pixel line as starting
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points, thereby calculating the offset amount in output level
for each pixel in the pixel line.

Assuming N=1, when the image position is moved by one
pixel spacing (pixel pitch) only, the differential is calculated
between adjacent pixels in a pixel line along the direction of
movement of the image position. The differential between
adjacent pixels is then sequentially added to calculate the
amount of offset to output levels between each pixel in a pixel
line. Assuming N=2, when the image position is moved by
two pixel pitches only, the differential is calculated between
every other pixel in a pixel line along the direction of move-
ment of the image position. The differential between every
other pixel is then sequentially added to calculate the amount
of offset in output levels between every other pixel in a pixel
line. In this case, it is also acceptable to calculate the respec-
tive output level offset amount for an even-numbered pixel
group in the pixel line, and output level offset amount for an
odd-numbered pixel group in the pixel line.

Also, in the present invention the image processing means
preferably corrects the output level for each pixel according
to the position of the pixel on the light-receiving surface so as
to cancel out an effect of shading by the image capture device.

Shading is the phenomenon whereby in an infrared image
capture device, owing to internal surface radiation and stray
light inside the image capture device unrelated to the photo-
graphed object, the amount of infrared light received by
image capturing elements on the light-receiving surface
increases from the center portion toward the peripheral por-
tion of the light-receiving surface when ambient temperature
is high, and declines from the center portion toward the
peripheral portion of the light-receiving surface when ambi-
ent temperature is low. Given two pixels receiving light from
the same portion of an image before and after the image
movement of the image, if one is disposed close to the optical
axis of the optics, and the other is disposed at a remove from
the optics, the intensity of light received by these two pixels is
unequal due to the effects of shading. The output levels of
these two pixels are therefore also affected by shading. As a
result, the differential between the output levels of these two
pixels is also affected by shading. Therefore correcting the
output levels for each pixel to cancel out shading character-
istics permits a more accurate differential between output
levels among pixels to be obtained. Corrections can therefore
be made to eliminate the effects of shading characteristics and
make the variability in pixel output levels more uniform. Note
that this form of shading is also referred to as background.

In the present invention, the image shifting means prefer-
ably returns the image position back to the pre-movement
image position after movement of the image position, and the
image capturing means once again captures the image on the
light-receiving surface after returning the image position to
its original position; the image processing means calculates
the amount of change in output levels for the same pixels
before moving and after restoring the image position; and the
offset amount calculating section eliminates the difference
for a pixel having a change amount equal to or greater than a
predetermined reference value, and calculates an offset
amount.

When a photographed subject moves, the differential in
calculated pixel output levels may not accurately reflect dif-
ferences in output levels caused by variations in the output
characteristics of the pixels themselves. It is therefore desir-
able for the differential between pixels receiving light from
the image portion corresponding to the moving portion of the
photographed subject to be removed from the calculation of
the offset amount. Portions of the image in which the amount
of output level fluctuation is large between the time before the
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image position is moved and the time after the image position
is restored are treated as parts of the photographed subject
which have moved, and are therefore deleted. Offset amounts
can be this means be prevented from becoming inaccurate.

With respect to pixels deleted from the calculation of offset
amounts, it is also acceptable to apply the previously valid
differential value and add to calculate the offset amount. It is
also acceptable to substitute the previously valid offset
amount instead of calculating the offset amount by addition.

In the present invention, the image capture means prefer-
ably has a light-receiving surface on which pixels are arrayed
in a two dimensional matrix; the image shifting means causes
a image position to move in a first alignment direction on the
light-receiving surface and in a second alignment direction
perpendicular to the first alignment direction; the differential
calculating section: calculates differences in output levels
between pixels receiving light for the same part of the image
before and after the image position is moved in the first
alignment direction as first differentials, and calculates dif-
ferences in output levels between pixels receiving light for the
same part of the image before and after the image position is
moved in the second alignment direction as second differen-
tials; the offset amount calculating section: sequentially adds
the first differentials in a first pixel line arrayed in the first
alignment direction to calculate first offset amounts for the
pixels in the first pixel line, and sequentially adds the second
differentials in a second pixel line arrayed in the second
alignment direction to calculate second offset amounts for the
pixels in the second pixel line; and the correction section
corrects output levels of pixels based on the first and second
offset amounts.

A more accurate correction can thus be achieved, since
pixel output levels are corrected based on first and second
offset amounts respectively calculated for first and second
alignment directions.

With respect to pixels removed from the calculation of
offsetamounts, those offset amounts can also be calculated by
adding only the valid direction of either the first or the second
alignment direction relative to pixels deleted from the calcu-
lation of offset amounts.

Note that when moving the respective image positions in
the first and second alignment directions, the path of move-
ment from pre-movement image position to post-movement
image position is not considered. For example, it is also
acceptable to move from a pre-movement position tempo-
rarily to a third position, then move to the post-movement
position.

In the present invention, the image shifting means prefer-
ably moves the image position translationally so that the track
of any given point in an image on the light-receiving surface
describes a circular orbit on the light-receiving surface; the
image capturing means captures the image on the light-re-
ceiving surface before and after a given point of the image
moves in a predetermined part of the circular orbit; the dif-
ferential calculating section calculates the differences in out-
put levels between pixels receiving light for the same part of
the image before and after the given point in the image moves
in a predetermined part on the circular orbit; and the offset
amount calculating section calculates offset amounts using a
straight line direction which connects pixels receiving light
for the same part of an image as the direction of movement.

An image position can thus be continuously moved by
moving the image position so as to cause its track to describe
a circular orbit. Positioning accuracy for the image position
can thus be easily attained. This enables good positioning
accuracy of the image position.
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In the present invention, the image shifting means prefer-
ably moves the image position so that any desired point in the
image on the light-receiving surface makes a continuous con-
stant velocity circular movement.

An image position can thus be stably moved by moving the
image position to continuously implement a uniform velocity
straight line movement. Corrections can also be easily imple-
mented in each cycle of the circular movement of the image
position.

In the present invention, the image capturing means and the
image processing means preferably comprise an image cap-
ture device; the optics and the image shifting means comprise
a lens unit detachable from the image capture device main
body; the image capture device main body outputs data
including pixel spacing on the light-receiving surface to the
lens unit; and the image shifting means moves the image
position based on the data.

Pixel spacing on the light-receiving surface normally dif-
fers depending on the type of image capture device main
body. An image shifting means built into a lens unit such as an
interchangeable lens is capable of matching the amount of
image position movement to the pixel spacing on the light-
receiving surface of the image capture device main body
based on data, which includes pixel spacing, sent from the
image capture device main body.

In the present invention, the image capturing means pref-
erably outputs a sync signal in sync with the timing at which
images on the light-receiving surface are captured; and the
image shifting means moves to an image position based on
the sync signal.

Accurate correction can thus be achieved by matching the
image position movement and image capture timing.

In the present invention, the image shifting means prefer-
ably outputs a sync signal in sync with the timing at which the
image position is moved, and the image capturing means
captures an image on the light-receiving surface based on the
sync signal.

Accurate correction can thus be achieved by matching the
image position movement and image capture timing.

In the present invention, the image capturing element is
preferably a bolometer or a microbolometer.

Constituting the image capturing element of a bolometer or
microbolometer enables the image capture device of the
present invention to capture infrared images.

The pixel output level correcting method in an image cap-
ture device including an image capturing means having a
light-receiving surface, arrayed on which are pixels compris-
ing image capturing elements for outputting electrical signals
at an output level responsive to received light intensity, and
optics capable of forming an image of an object on the light-
receiving surface, wherein: a position of the image is moved
on the light-receiving surface; and the image on the light-
receiving surface is captured before and after moving the
image position; differences in output levels between pixels
receiving light for the same portion of the image on the
light-receiving surface before and after moving the image
position is calculated, the differences in output levels are
sequentially added for a pixel line arrayed in the direction of
image position movement so that offset amounts are calcu-
lated for output levels of pixels in the pixel line; and output
levels of pixels are corrected so as to equalize variability in
output levels between pixels in the pixel line, based on the
offset amounts.

Therefore by using the method for correcting image cap-
ture device pixel output levels of the present invention, vari-
ability between pixel output levels in the image capture
device of the present invention can, as described above, be
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equalized without closing a correction shutter. Even in cases
where temperature can be measured using a temperature cor-
rection shutter, the frequency with which temperature cali-
bration is performed by closing the temperature correcting
shutter can be reduced.

The infrared camera system of the present invention com-
prising: an image capturing means having an infrared light-
receiving surface, arrayed on which are pixels composed of
image capturing elements for outputting electrical signals at
output levels responsive to received light intensity; optics
capable of forming an image of an object on the light receiv-
ing surface; an image shifting means for moving a position of
the image on the light receiving surface; and an image pro-
cessing means for processing the image captured by the
image capturing means; wherein the image capturing means
captures the image on the light-receiving surface before and
after movement of the image position by the image shifting
means; the image processing means has: a differential calcu-
lating section for calculating differences in output levels
between pixels receiving light for the same part of the image
on the light-receiving surface before and after moving the
image position; an offset amount calculating section for
sequentially adding the differences in output levels in a pixel
line arrayed in the direction of movement of the image posi-
tion, so as to calculate offset amounts for output levels of
pixels in the pixel line; and a correction section for correcting
output levels of pixels so as to equalize variability in output
levels between pixels in the pixel line, based on the offset
amounts.

Variability in output levels between pixels detecting infra-
red can therefore be equalized without closing a correction
shutter.

The interchangeable lens system comprising: an image
capture device main unit; and a lens unit removable from the
image capture device main unit, wherein the image capture
device body including: an image capture device comprising
an image capturing means having a light-receiving surface,
arrayed on which are pixels composed of image capturing
elements for outputting electrical signals at output levels
responsive to received light intensity; and an image process-
ing means for processing images captured by the image cap-
turing means, wherein the lens unit image capture device
including: an image capturing means having a light-receiving
surface, arrayed on which are arrayed pixels composed of
image capturing elements for outputting electrical signals at
output levels responsive to received light intensity; optics
capable of forming an image of an object on the light receiv-
ing surface; and an image shifting means for moving the
position of an image on the light receiving surface; wherein
the image capturing means captures the respective images on
the light-receiving surface before and after movement of the
image position by the image shifting means, wherein the
image processing means has: a differential calculating sec-
tion for calculating differences in output levels between pix-
els receiving light for the same part of the image on the
light-receiving surface before and after moving the image
position; an offset amount calculating section for sequentially
adding the differences in output levels in pixel lines arrayed in
the direction of movement of the image position, so as to
calculate offset amounts for output levels of pixels in the pixel
line; and a correction section for correcting output levels of
pixels so as to equalize variability in output levels between
pixels in the pixel line, based on the offset amounts.

Variability in output levels between pixels can therefore be
equalized without closing a correction shutter.

Effect of the Invention

Thus the variability in output levels between pixels can be
equalized without closing a correction shutter by using the
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image capture device, pixel output level correction method,
and infrared camera system and interchangeable lens system
of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES

FIG. 1: A block diagram explaining the constitution of an
image capture device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2: A flow chart explaining a first operating example of
an image capture device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 3: (a): a diagram showing the positional relationship
between the light-receiving surface and the image before and
after moving the image position; (b): a diagram showing the
light-receiving surface.

FIG. 4: A diagram showing the relationship between pixels
in a pixel line and the light receiving part of an image, before
and after moving the image position by one pixel pitch.

FIG. 5: A diagram showing the amount of shift in pixel
output level on a pixel line.

FIG. 6: A diagram showing the relationship between pixels
in a pixel line and the light receiving part of an image, before
and after moving the image position by two pixel pitches.

FIG. 7: A flow chart explaining a third operating example
of'an image capture device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 8: (a): a graph showing an image signal including
shading characteristics; (b): a graph showing shading charac-
teristics; (¢): a graph showing an image signal in which shad-
ing characteristics are corrected.

FIG. 9: A flow chart explaining a fourth operating example
of'an image capture device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 10: A graph showing the positional relationship
between a screen and an image before and after moving an
image position, and after restoring the image position.

FIG. 11: A flow chart explaining a fifth operating example
of'an image capture device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 12: A diagram showing the relationship between the
layout of pixels on a light-receiving surface and the direction
of movement of an image position.

FIG. 13: A diagram explaining data transfer between a
camera body 10 and a lens unit 20.

FIG. 14: A diagram explaining data transfer between a
camera body 10 and a lens unit 20.

FIGS. 15: (a) and (b): diagrams showing the track when an
image is moved in a uniform velocity circular orbit on a
light-receiving surface.

FIGS. 16: (a) and (b): timing charts showing the relation-
ship between the sync signal and exposure time.

FIG. 17: a timing chart showing the relationship between
sync signal and image position.

OPTIMAL EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

Below, referring to the attached drawings, we discuss
embodiments of the image capture device and pixel output
level correction method for same according to the present
invention. Note that embodiments of the image capture
device also serve as embodiments of the infrared camera
system and interchangeable lens system. First, referring to the
block diagram in FIG. 1, we explain an image capture device
in an embodiment. The image capture device 1 shown in FIG.
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1 comprises a camera body 10 and a lens unit 20. The lens unit
20 may be an interchangeable lens, detachable from the cam-
era body 10.

The camera body 10 is furnished with a image capturing
means 12 having a light receiving surface 11, on which are
arrayed pixels comprising image capturing elements for out-
putting electrical signals at output levels responsive to
received light intensity, and an image processing means 13 for
processing images captured by the image capture means 12
The light receiving surface of the image capturing means 12
may be constituted as a bolometer array or a microbolometer
array for detecting infrared; it may also be constituted as a
solid image capturing element array such as a CCD (Charge
Coupled Device) image sensor or a CMOS (Complementary
Metal Oxide Semiconductor) image sensor.

The lens unit 20 is furnished with optics 21 capable of
forming an image of a photographed subject, and an image
shifting means 22 for moving an image position on the light
receiving surface 11. The image shifting means 22 may con-
sist of an anti-shake mechanism. In the example shown in
FIG. 1, the image shifting means 22 moves an image position
relative to the light receiving surface 11 by translationally
moving one of the lenses 22a comprising the optics 21 in a
direction perpendicular to the optical axis O of the optics 21.

Note that the entire image within the image capture field is
included in the object.

The image shifting means 22 may also be constituted to
translationally move the entire optics 21 in a direction oppo-
site the optical axis O, and the light receiving surface 11 may
be constituted to translationally move the light receiving sur-
face 11 within a plane perpendicular to the optical axis O.

The camera body 10 image processing means 13 captures
the respective images on the light receiving surface 11 before
and after movement of the image position by the image shift-
ing means 22. The image processing means 13 has: a differ-
ential calculating section 131 for calculating the differential
between output levels between pixels receiving light for the
same portion of the image on the light receiving surface 11
before and after movement of the image position; an offset
amount calculating section 132 for calculating the amount of
offset to the output levels of pixels in a pixel line by sequen-
tially adding the differences in output levels in pixel lines
arrayed in the direction of image position movement; and a
correcting section 133 for correcting pixel output levels by
equalizing the variability in output levels between pixels in a
pixel line based on the amount of pixel offset in the pixel line.

First Operating Example

Referring to the FIG. 2 flow chart, we discuss a first oper-
ating example of the image capture device 1 according to the
present embodiment.

First, prior to movement of the image position by the image
shifting means 22, the image capturing means 12 captures an
image on the light receiving surface 11 (S201). Here, in the
top portion of FIG. 3(a), we show an example of an image on
the light receiving surface 11 prior to image movement. The
light-receiving surface in FIG. 3(a) is made up of pixels
arrayed in a 2 dimensional matrix. The right hand part of the
image focused on the light receiving surface 11 is shown with
hash marks.

Next, the output levels of each pixel in the image captured
prior to image movement are stored in a first image memory
(S202). A first image memory is provided in the camera body
10.

Next, the image shifting means 22 moves the image posi-
tion by the distance of the pixel spacing on the light receiving
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surface 11 (1 pixel pitch) in the direction in which the pixels
are arrayed (S203). In the bottom portion of FIG. 3(a), we
show an example of an image on the light receiving surface 11
after image movement. FIG. 3(a) shows the appearance after
the light receiving surface 11 perpendicular to the optical axis
O is moved rightward by 1 pixel pitch relative to the image.
This movement corresponds to moving the image position by
1 pixel pitch to the left relative to the light receiving surface
11.

Next, after movement of the image position by the image
shifting means 22, the image capturing means 12 captures the
image on the light receiving surface 11 (S204). Comparing
the top and bottom portion of FIG. 3(a), we see that as a result
of moving the light receiving surface 11 by one pixel pitch
relative to the image position, the same part of the image for
which light was received by pixel P5 on the light receiving
surface 11 prior to position movement is now received by
pixel P4 on the light receiving surface. Similarly, with respect
to the same parts of an image for individual pixels respec-
tively received light prior to moving the image position, light
after movement is received by the respectively left adjacent
pixels thereto over the entire light receiving surface 11.

Next, the output levels for each pixel in the captured image
are stored in a second image memory. The second image
memory is provided in the camera body 10 (S205).

Next, a differential calculating section 131 in the image
processing section 13 calculates the differential in output
levels between pixels receiving light for the same part of the
image on the light receiving surface 11 before and after mov-
ing the image position. For example, a difference A(p'4-p5) is
calculated between the pre-image movement output level p5
of pixel P5 stored in the first image memory and the post-
image movement output level I p'4 of pixel P4 (S206).

This difference A (p'4—p5) is equivalent to the difference
between the output levels of pixels P4 and P5 when an image
is captured by closing the correction shutter for uniform
brightness (or temperature) as shown in FIG. 3(b). Therefore
the present invention enables an output level difference
A(p'4—-p5) between the first and second pixels to be obtained
without closing the correction shutter.

Referring to FIG. 4. we further explain the details of cal-
culating the difference in output levels. FIG. 4 schematically
shows one pixel line L. on the light receiving surface 11. This
pixel line L comprises the first pixel through the (n+1) pixel,
arrayed in sequence from left to right. The top part of FIG. 4
schematically shows the part of an image for which light is
received by each pixel in the pixel line L prior to movement of
the image position. As shown in the top part of FIG. 4, the first
pixel in the pixel line L receives light for the “o” portion of the
image; the second pixel receives light for the “A” portion of
the image; the third pixel receives light for the “[J” portion of
the image; similarly, the nth pixel receives light for the “®”
part of the image.

The bottom part of FIG. 4 shows the part of the image for
which light is received by each pixel in the pixel line L after
movement of the image position by one pixel pitch in the
direction of arrow A in FIG. 4 along the direction of orienta-
tion of pixels in the pixel line L. As shown in the bottom part
of FIG. 4, the second pixel in the pixel line L receives light for
the “o” portion of the image; the third pixel receives light for
the “A” portion of the image; the fourth pixel receives light for
the “[J” portion of the image; similarly, the n+1 pixel receives
light for the “®” part of the image.

As can be seen from FIG. 4, before and after movement of
the image position the first and second pixels receive light for
the “o” portion of the image; the second and third pixels
receive light for the “A” portion of the image; the third and
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fourth pixels receive light for the “[J” portion of the image;
similarly, the n and n+1 pixels receive light for the “®” part of
the image.

The result obtained by subtracting the pre-image position
movement pixel output level from the post-image position
movement pixel output level is used as the differential. Spe-
cifically, the output level of the first pixel prior to movement
is subtracted from the output level of the second pixel after
movement to calculate a difference Al; the output level of the
second pixel prior to movement is subtracted from the output
level of the third pixel after movement to calculate a differ-
ence A2; the output level of the third pixel prior to movement
is subtracted from the output level of the fourth pixel after
movement to calculate a difference A3; similarly, the output
level of the nth pixel prior to movement is subtracted from the
output level of the (n+1) pixel after movement to calculate a
difference An.

Next, an offset amount calculating section 132 in the image
processing section 13 sequentially adds the differences in
output levels for the pixel lines arrayed in the direction of
movement of the image position to calculate offset amounts
in the output levels of pixels in the pixel line (S207). Here the
result obtained by subtracting the pre-image position move-
ment pixel output level from the post-image position move-
ment pixel output level is used as the differential. In such
cases, differences relative to a pixel line arrayed along the
direction of movement of the image position are sequentially
added in the direction of movement of the image position
relative to the light receiving surface. The shift amounts of
individual pixels in the pixel line are calculated as a total of
the differences from the beginning of the addition up to the
relevant pixel.

Note that the result obtained by subtracting a post-image
position movement pixel output level from a pre-image posi-
tion movement pixel output level may also be used for the
differential. In such cases, it is desirable for differences rela-
tive to a pixel line arrayed along the direction of movement of
the image position to be sequentially added facing in the
direction opposite the direction of movement of the image
position relative to the light receiving surface. The shift
amounts for individual pixels in a pixel line are calculated by
totaling the differences from the beginning of the addition to
the subject pixel.

In the example shown in FIG. 4, for each pixel in pixel line
L, differentials A1, A2, A3 ... An are sequentially added for
each pixel, from the left edge of the pixel line to that pixel, are
added in sequence along the direction of movement of the
image position shown by arrow A, and that pixel output level
shift amount is calculated. l.e., assuming a first pixel shift
amount of 0, the shift amount is calculated to be Al for the
second pixel shift amount, (A1+A2) for the third pixel shift
amount, and similarly (A1+A2+A3+ . . . +An) for the n+1st
pixel shift amount. Here the amount of shift by each pixel is
shown in FIG. 5. FIG. 5 depicts pixels on the horizontal axis
and shift amount on the vertical axis. In FIG. 5, the amount of
shift by each pixel is shown as a shift amount referenced
against the first pixel output level.

Note that the shift amount obtained by adding the differ-
entials per pixel in the pixel line represents the shift amount
relative to the output level of the pixel which became the
starting point for the addition of differentials in that pixel line;
it does not represent the absolute output levels of each pixel.
However, the variability in output levels between pixels in a
pixel line is due to the shift amounts in the relative output
levels between pixels. Therefore even if the calculated shift
amounts for each pixel do not represent absolute output lev-
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els, this does not raise a major problem from the standpoint of
equalizing output levels between pixels in a pixel line.

Next, a correcting section 133 of the image processing
section 13 corrects the output levels of each pixel based on the
amount of offset to pixels in the pixel line so as to equalize
variability between pixels in a pixel line (S208). When per-
forming this correction it is desirable to subtract the amount
of' shifting of each pixel shown in F1G. 5, as is, from the output
levels of each pixel to equalize the variability in output levels
between pixels. In such cases, output levels of each pixel are
made uniform with the first pixel output level. It is also
acceptable to calculate an average value for the amount of
shift in each pixel in a pixel line and to subtract the difference
between this average value and the amount of shift in each
pixel from the output level of each pixel. In that case the
output level of each pixel is made uniform with the average
value of the pixel line.

It is also acceptable when correcting to make a correction
by locally equalizing variability in output levels of pixels in
only one region of the light receiving surface 11, for example.
It is also acceptable to increase or decrease output levels of
pixels in the entire light receiving surface 11 so that the
maximum value of the pixel output level is a predetermined
value.

Note that the method by which the correcting section 133
equalizes variability in output levels between pixels is not
limited to the method above; the correcting section 133 may
use various methods.

Variability in output levels between pixels can in this way
be equalized without closing a correction shutter. The reduc-
tion in variability in output levels between pixels allows for
improvement in the recognition and profile extraction accu-
racy of objects with small differences in brightness.

First Second Example

Next we discuss a second operating example of an image
capturing device of the present embodiment. The second
operating example is basically expressed by the flow chart for
the first operating example shown in FIG. 2. However, in the
second operating example the image position moves by two
pixel pitches in the direction of pixel orientation on the light
receiving surface 11.

Here FIG. 6 schematically shows one pixel line L on the
light receiving surface 11. This pixel line L. comprises a first
pixel through an (n+2) pixel, arrayed in sequence from left to
right. The top part of FIG. 6 schematically shows the part of
the image for which light is received by each pixel in the pixel
line L prior to movement of the image position. As shown in
the top part of FIG. 6, the first pixel in the pixel line L receives
light for the “o” portion of the image; the second pixel
receives light for the “A” portion of the image; the third pixel
receives light for the “[J” portion of the image; similarly, the
nth pixel receives light for the “®” part of the image.

The bottom part of FIG. 6 shows the part of the image for
which light is received by each pixel in the pixel line L after
movement of the image position by two pixel pitches in the
direction of arrow A in FIG. 6 along the direction of orienta-
tion of pixels in the pixel line L. As shown in the bottom part
of FIG. 6, the third pixel in the pixel line L. receives light for
the “o” portion of the image; the fourth pixel receives light for
the “A” portion of the image; the fifth pixel receives light for
the “[J” portion of the image; similarly, the n+2 pixel receives
light for the “®” part of the image.

As can be seen from the top and bottom portions of F1G. 6,
before and after movement of the image position the first and
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third and fifth pixels receive light for the “A” portion of the
image; the fifth and seventh pixels receive light for the “[1”
portion of the image; similarly, the n and n+2 pixels receive
light for the “©” part of the image.

The result obtained by subtracting the pre-image position
movement pixel output level from the post-image position
movement pixel output level is used as the differential. Spe-
cifically, the output level of the third pixel prior to movement
is subtracted from the output level of the third pixel after
movement to calculate a difference A2; the output level of the
third pixel prior to movement is subtracted from the output
level of the fourth pixel after movement to calculate a difter-
ence A3; similarly, the output level of the nth pixel prior to
movement is subtracted from the output level of the (n+1)th
pixel after movement to calculate a difference An.

Next, an offset amount calculating section 132 in the image
processing section 13 adds the difference in output levels for
the pixel line arrayed in the direction of image position move-
ment for each two pixels, in order starting with the first pixel,
to calculate an offset amount to the output levels of pixels in
the pixel line, and further performs additions of each two
pixels in order starting from the second pixel, calculating an
offset amount for the output levels of the remaining pixels
(S207). Here, the result obtained by subtracting the pre-image
position movement pixel output level from the post-image
position movement pixel output level is used as the differen-
tial. In such cases, differences relative to a pixel line arrayed
along the direction of movement of the image position are
sequentially added in the direction of movement of the image
position relative to the light receiving surface. The shift
amounts of individual pixels in the pixel line are calculated as
atotal of the differences from the beginning of the addition up
to the relevant pixel.

Note that individual pixel offset amounts can also be cal-
culated when the image position has moved in the direction of
pixel alignment by N pixel pitches, equal to or greater than 3
pixel pitches on the light receiving surface 11, just as when it
has moved by two pixel pitches. In such cases, a differential
An is first calculated by subtracting the output level of the nth
pixel prior to movement from the output level of the (n+N)th
pixel after movement. Next, the differentials in each N pixels
are sequentially added, using each pixel from the first to the
Nith pixel in the pixel line as a starting point. This enables the
offset amount of each pixel to be calculated.

Next, the correcting section 133 of the image processing
section 13 corrects the output levels of each pixel based on the
amount of offset to pixels in the pixel line so as to equalize the
variability between pixels in the pixel line.

Third Operating Example

Next, referring to the FIG. 7 flow chart, we discuss a third
operating example of the image capture device according to
an embodiment. The third operating example is the same as
the first operating example shown in FIG. 2, except for the
addition of the “shading correction 1” (S702) and “shading
correction 2 (S707) steps.

In general, infrared image capture devices are affected by
shading. Shading refers to the phenomenon in an infrared
image capture device whereby, owing to internal surface
radiation and stray light inside the image capture device unre-
lated to the object, the amount of infrared light received by
image capturing elements on the light-receiving surface
increases from the center portion toward the peripheral por-
tion of the light-receiving surface when ambient temperature
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is high, and declines from the center portion toward the
peripheral portion of the light-receiving surface when ambi-
ent temperature is low.

FIG. 8(a) shows an example of image signal output levels
including shading characteristics. The horizontal axis of the
graph in FIG. 8(a) shows a pixel line pixel traversing the
center of the light-receiving surface, whereas the vertical axis
shows the output levels of each pixel. Therefore the center
portion of the horizontal axis corresponds to the center por-
tion of the light-receiving surface, and the peripheral portion
of'the horizontal axis corresponds to the peripheral portion of
the light-receiving surface. The output level of an image
signal containing shading characteristics, shown by line I,
exhibits an overall trend whereby the output level in the
peripheral portion of the light-receiving surface is lower than
the output level at the center portion.

FIG. 8(b) shows an example of shading characteristics. As
shown by the curve II at the center of FI1G. 8(b), in the image
capture device 1 of the embodiment, the output level is at a
maximum at the center portion of the light-receiving surface
and declines going toward the peripheral portion of the light-
receiving surface. It is desirable to obtain such shading char-
acteristics by pre-imaging a uniform planar heat source. It is
desirable, for example, to store the amounts or rates of
decrease to the output levels of pixels in the peripheral portion
of'the light-receiving surface relative to output levels of pixels
at the center portion thereof in memory, not shown, in
memory locations corresponding to the positions of pixels on
the light-receiving surface. Storage in memory may also take
the form of a reference table in which shading characteristics
are correlated to the temperature of the image capture device
1.

In operating example 3, output levels of each pixel prior to
image position movement stored in the first memory are
shading-corrected to offset the effect of shading, using shad-
ing characteristics stored in memory. Also, output levels of
each pixel prior to image position movement stored in the
second memory are shading-corrected to offset the effect of
shading, using shading characteristics stored in memory. Spe-
cifically, the reduction amount stored per pixel may be added
to pixel output levels, or the output levels of each pixel may be
divided by the rate of decrease stored per pixel.

FIG. 8(c) shows an example of the output levels of image
signals subjected to shading correction as described above.
As shown by line III, when compared to the curve I in FIG.
8(a) the output level of the image signal after shading correc-
tion rises at the peripheral portions, and it can be seen that the
effect of shading characteristics is removed.

Note that in the flow chart shown in FIG. 7, shading cor-
rection was performed on the output levels temporarily stored
in the first and second memories, respectively, but pixel out-
putlevels may also be directly stored in memory after shading
correction.

Separate from the correction of shading characteristics, it is
also acceptable to move into a region (OverNear, Overlnf)
where the optics 21 is purposely not focused or zoomed in
order to correct the initial variability in output levels between
pixels in the image capture device 1. In this state, the image on
the light-receiving surface has a substantially uniform bright-
ness or infrared intensity. It is also acceptable by capturing
this uniform image to correct the output levels of each pixel so
that variability in output levels between pixels on the light-
receiving surface is made uniform.

Fourth Operating Example

Next, referring to the FIG. 9 flow chart, we discuss a fourth
operating example of the image capture device according to
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an embodiment. The fourth operating example is the same as
the above-described first operating example up until the step
(S904), in which the image on the light-receiving surface is
captured after movement of the image position, and the out-
put levels of each pixel are stored in the second memory
(8905).

In the fifth operating example, after moving the image
position the image shifting means 22 once again returns the
image position to its pre-movement position (S906). Here the
image on the light receiving surface 11 prior to image position
movement is shown in the upper part of FIG. 10, the image on
the light receiving surface 11 after image position movement
is shown in the center part of FIG. 10, and the image after the
image position is returned is shown in the bottom part of FIG.
10. The figures shown in the top and middle parts of FIG. 10
correspond to the figures shown in the top and bottom part of
FIG. 3(a).

Next, the image capturing means 12 re-captures the image
on the light-receiving surface after the image position is
returned (S907), storing the output levels of each pixel in the
captured image in the third image memory (S908). The third
image memory is provided in the camera body 10.

Next, as in the above-described first operating example
step (S206), a differential calculating section 131 of the
image processing section 13 reads out the pre-image position
movement pixel output levels stored in the first memory, and
reads out the pre-image position movement pixel output lev-
els stored in the second memory, calculating the difference in
output levels for pixels receiving light for the respective same
portions on the light receiving surface 11 before and after
image movement (S909).

Next, the image processing section 13 reads out the pixel
output level prior to image position movement, stored in the
first pixel memory, and the pixel output level after the image
position is returned, stored in the third pixel memory, and
computes the amount of fluctuation in output levels between
the same pixels before and after movement of the image
position (S910).

Comparing images on the light receiving surface 11 in the
top and bottom parts of FIG. 10, the image in the portion
surrounded by dotted line B has changed. Such changes in
image occur due to movement of an object, for example. The
differential in pixel output levels in such portions does not
accurately reflect the differences in output levels stemming
from variations in output characteristics of the pixels them-
selves. The pixels in the portion surrounded by dotted line B
show values at which the amount of variability is high.

In the fourth operating example, an offset amount calcu-
lating section 132 performs addition by excluding pixel dif-
ferentials with a change amount equal to or greater than a
predetermined reference value, and calculates an offset
amount (S911). For example, if the amount of variability in
pixels midway on a pixel line is equal to or greater than a
reference value, it is desirable to obtain an offset by adding
only the differentials up to the pixel before the pixel for which
the amount of fluctuation is equal to or greater than the ref-
erence value. Offset amounts in this way be prevented from
becoming inaccurate.

Note that the reference value can be set to a desired favor-
able value according to the environment in which the image
capture device 1 is used.

Fifth Operating Example
Next, referring to the FIG. 11 flow chart, we discuss a fifth

operating example of the image capture device according to
an embodiment. The fifth operating example is substantially
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the same as the above-described first operating example up
until the image on the light-receiving surface is captured after
movement of the image position (S1104) and the output levels
of each pixel are stored in the second memory (S1105).

Here, referring to FIG. 12, we discuss the relationship
between the arraying of pixels on the light receiving surface
11 and the direction of movement of the image position. A
two dimensional matrix in mutually perpendicular X and Y
directions is arrayed on the light receiving surface 11 shown
in FIG. 12. Prior to movement of the image position, the “o”
portion of the image is positioned on pixel PO at a reference
position. At this point, an image prior to movement on the
light receiving surface 11 is captured (S1101), and the output
levels of each of the pixels constituting the light receiving
surface 11 are stored in the first memory (S1102).

Next, a first image movement is implemented (S1103) in
order to move the “o” portion of the image in the X direction
by one pixel pitch, from reference position pixel PO to a first
specified position pixel P1. As a result, the “o” in the image is
positioned on first specified position P1.

Next, after the first movement, the post-movement image
on the light receiving surface 11 is captured (S1104) and the
output levels of each of the pixels constituting the light receiv-
ing surface 11 are stored in the second memory (S1105).

Next, a second image movement is conducted (S1106) so
that the “o” portion of the image is moved diagonally to the
left and downward from a pixel P1 at a first specified position
by the square root of one pixel (multiply by v2). As a result,
the “o” in the image is positioned at a second specified posi-
tion P2. As aresult of the first and second movements, the “0”
portion of the image is moved in the Y direction by one pixel
pitch, from reference position pixel PO to a second specified
position pixel P2.

Next, after the second movement, the post-movement
image on the light receiving surface 11 is captured (S1107)
and the output levels of each of the pixels constituting the
light receiving surface 11 are stored in the third memory
(S1108).

Next, the output levels stored in the first and second memo-
ries are read out, and for adjacent pixels respectively receiv-
ing light for the same portion before and after the first move-
ment in the pixel line aligned in the X direction of the light
receiving surface 11, the differentials in output levels before
and after the first movement are respectively calculated as the
first differentials (S1109). Note that first differentials are
calculated for each of the pixel lines aligned in the X direction
on the light receiving surface 11.

Next, the output levels stored in the first and third memo-
ries are read out and for adjacent pixels respectively receiving
light for the same portion before the first movement and after
the second movement in the pixel line aligned in the Y direc-
tion of the light receiving surface 11, the differentials in
output levels before the first movement and after the second
movement are respectively calculated as the second differen-
tial (S1110). Note that a second differential is calculated for
each of the pixel lines arrayed in the Y direction on the light
receiving surface 11.

Next, with respect to pixel lines arrayed in the X direction,
output level first differentials are added up in sequence and a
first offset amount for each pixel in pixel lines arrayed in the
X direction is calculated (S1111). Note that a first offset
amount is calculated for each of the pixel lines arrayed in the
X direction on the light receiving surface 11.

Next, with respect to the pixel rows arrayed in the Y direc-
tion, output level second differentials are added up in
sequence to calculate a second offset amount for each pixel in
pixel lines arrayed in the Y direction (S1112). Note that a
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second offset amount is calculated for each of the pixel lines
arrayed in the Y direction on the light receiving surface 11.

Next, the output levels of each pixel on the light receiving
surface 11 are corrected (S1113) based on the amount of the
first and second offsets. Any desired favorable method may be
adopted for correcting the output levels of each pixel. For
example, each of the pixels may be corrected to equalize
output levels after calculating averages of first and second
offset amounts as output level offsets for each pixel. Or, for
example, it is also acceptable for each pixel to use as the
output level following equalization of the output levels of
each pixel an averaged value of an output level equalizing the
output levels of pixel lines in the X direction and an output
level equalizing the output levels of pixel lines in theY direc-
tion.

A more accurate correction can thus be achieved, since
pixel output levels are corrected based on first and second
offset amounts respectively calculated for the X andY direc-
tions.

(additive values m,n)={(additive values m—1,n)+(first
differential values m,»)+(additive values m,n—1)+
(second differential values m,n)}/2

Note that if (first differential values m, n) cannot be
obtained, it is acceptable to adopt:

(additive values m,n)=(additive values m,n-1)+(sec-
ond differential value m,#).

Note that if (second differential values m, n) cannot be
obtained, it is acceptable to adopt:

(additive values m,n)=(additive values m—1,#)+(first
differential value m,#).

Next, referring to FIGS. 13 and 14, we discuss the transfer
of data between camera body 10 and lens unit 20.

In FIG. 13 and FIG. 14, the image capture block of the
camera body 10 corresponds to the image capturing means 12
in FIG. 1, and the image processing block corresponds to the
image processing means 13 in FIG. 1. In FIGS. 13 and 14, the
blur-correction control system block in the lens unit 20 cor-
responds to the image shifting means 22 in FIG. 1. Note that
the lens unit 20 lens control system block represents the
function controlling focusing, zooming, and the like of the
lens system.

In the image capture device 1 of the embodiment, a blur
correction control mechanism may be utilized as the image
shifting means 22. However, whereas in a normal blur cor-
rection control mechanism blur correction control is per-
formed to cancel out movement of the image capture device 1,
the image shifting means 22 is controlled so that the image
position moves by a predetermined amount in a predeter-
mined direction relative to the light-receiving surface.

If the lens unit 20 is an interchangeable lens attachable to
multiple types of camera main bodies, pixel pitch and the like
may differ from one camera body to another. It is therefore
sometimes necessary for the camera body 10 to instruct the
lens unit 20 with an amount by which the image shifting
means 22 is to move the image position. Furthermore,
because images on the light-receiving surface are respec-
tively captured before and after movement of the image posi-
tion by the image shifting means 22, it is necessary to control
image capture timing and the timing at which the image
position is moved.

Therefore in the image capture device 1 shown in FIGS. 13
and 14, data including inter-pixel spacing is output from the
image processing section 13 in the camera body 10 to the lens
unit 20 as an optical data conversion function. The lens unit 20
determines the amount driven by image shifting means 22
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based on the optical data conversion function input from the
camera body 10, and moves the image position.

If, for example, the pixel pitch on the light receiving sur-
face of the image block 12 in the camera body 10 is 20 pm,
then data instructing that the pixel pitch is 20 pm is sent from
the camera body 10 to the lens unit 20. When the fraction of
the amount of image position movement relative to the
amount of drive of the lens unit 20 blur correction control
system (correction optics)—i.e. the correction optics effi-
ciency is 0.8, the amount of drive of the blur correction
control system per pitch is calculated as 20+0.8=25 (um). The
image position on the light-receiving surface moves a 20 pm
single pixel pitch as the result of the 25 um driving of the blur
correction control system. It is thus possible to move the
image in pixel units matching the pitch of the pixels in the
light-receiving surface in the image block 12 of the camera
body 10.

In the image capture device 1 shown in FIG. 13, the image
capture block 12 in the camera body 10 and the blur correc-
tion control system (shake correction control system) 22 in
the lens unit 20 are connected by the signal line 30. The image
capture block 12 outputs a sync signal for syncing the timing
at which an image on the light-receiving surface is captured.
L.e., the signal line 30 is enabled (made valid) at the time of
image capture. This sync signal is transferred to the blur
correction control system 22 through a signal line 30. The blur
correction control system 22 moves the image position based
on the sync signal. Timing of the image position movement
can thus be matched to that of image capture.

In the image capture device 1 shown in FIG. 14, the blur
correction control system 22 in the lens unit 20 and the image
processing section 13 in the camera body 10 are connected by
a signal line 30 through an image position conversion block
31. The blur correction control system 22 outputs a sync
signal synced to the timing at which the image position is
moved. I.e., the signal line 30 is enabled at the timing at which
the blur correction control system 22 is driven. This sync
signal is transferred to the image processing block 13 via the
image position conversion block 31 over signal line 30. For
example, the blur correction control system 22 outputs a sync
signal at the same time as the blur correction control system
22 drives a predetermined drive amount to move the image
position to a predetermined position.

The drive amount and drive direction are also output by the
blur correction control system 22 together with this sync
signal, and the amount of drive is converted by the image
position conversion block 31 to a pixel pitch count corre-
sponding to the amount of image position movement. The
image capture block 12 captures images on the light-receiv-
ing surface based on the sync signal. Continuing, it is desir-
able for the image processing block 13 to calculate the dif-
ferential between pixels separated by a pixel pitch count
corresponding to the amount of movement in the image
movement direction. Accurate correction can thus be
achieved by matching the image position movement and
image capture timing.

Sixth Operating Example

Next, referring to FIG. 15, we discuss a sixth operating
example of the image capture device according to an embodi-
ment. FIGS. 15(a) and () are expanded diagrams of the four
pixels A through D, adjacent and two-dimensionally arrayed,
among the pixels constituting the light receiving surface 11.

In the sixth operating example, the image shifting means
22 translationally moves the image position on the light
receiving surface 11 so that, as shown in FIG. 15(a), the track
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of'adesired point on the light receiving surface 11 (the “image
point” below) describes a circular orbit R on the light receiv-
ing surface 11. As shown in FIG. 15(a), the image position
moves so that the image point on the light receiving surface 11
makes a continuous constant velocity circular movement. The
radius of this circular orbit R may, for example, be (1/(v2))x
the pixel pitch.

Note that FIG. 15(a) shows only the four pixels A through
D, but in the entirety of the light receiving surface 11 the
image position is translationally moved so that the trajectories
of'each point of the entire image on the light receiving surface
11 simultaneously describe circular orbits.

Referring to the timing chart in FIG. 16(a), we discuss
image capture timing. Line I in FIG. 16(a) depicts the timing
of'a sync signal, and line II depicts pixel light exposure time.
These exposure periods Ea, Eb, Ec, and Ed also correspond to
the period in which the image point in FIG. 15(a) is posi-
tioned in section Ea on pixel A, section Eb on pixel B, section
Ec on pixel C, and section Ed on pixel D within the circular
orbit R.

Sync signals A, B, C, and D are output from the image
shifting means 22 at the centers of the FIG. 16(a) exposure
periods Ea, Eb, Ec, and Ed. As a result, images are captured on
the light-receiving surface when the image point is positioned
at the center positions Sa, Sb, Sc, and Sd of the FIG. 15(a)
sections Ea, Eb, Ec, and Ed.

Note thata delay time occurs from the time the sync signals
A, B, C, and D are output until actual image capture takes
place. Considering this delay time, it is also acceptable to
delay the output timing of sync signals A, B, C, and D by a
predetermined time from the middle of the respective expo-
sure periods relative to the exposure periods Ea, Eb, Ec, and
Ed indicated by line IV, as shown by line III in FIG. 16(5).

It is desirable for the image processing block 13 to output
the position of the image point to the camera body 10 together
with the sync signal. It is desirable for the position of the
image point to be expressed by XY coordinates using the
center of the four pixels A through D as origin, as shown in
FIG. 15(a). Here we show the relationship between the sync
signal in the FIG. 17 timing chart and the image point coor-
dinates. Line [ in FIG. 17 shows the timing of the sync signal;
curves X and Y respectively show the image point X and Y
coordinates. Coordinates (xa, ya) of the image point on the
pixel A at that time are obtained at the output timing of the
sync signal A shown by line I. These coordinates are output to
the camera body 10.

Note that when the image position moves for the purpose of
blur correction, it is desirable to output a value for the image
point coordinate from which the amount of image movement
by blur correction is subtracted.

Image point positions may be represented as the coordi-
nates of the respective average values of the sections Ea, Eb,
Ec, and Ed on the circular orbit R on each pixel. For example,
the coordinates (xc, yc) with the average value of section Ec
on the pixel C in FIG. 15(b) are obtained by Equation (1)
below.

J(coordinate)x (existence time)di+(section Ed exist-
ence time)

M

The sixth operating example in which the image on the
light receiving surface is captured at the image capture timing
described above basically corresponds to the FIG. 11 flow
chart in the fifth operating example, as described below.

First, the image capture means 12 captures respective
images on the light receiving surface 11 before and after the
image point moves over a predetermined part of the circular
orbit R. Specifically, for capture of images prior to movement,
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an image on the light receiving surface 11 is first captured
(FIG. 1, S1101) when the image point is positioned at the Sa
point of the pixel A on the circular orbit R. The captured
image is stored in the first memory (S1102).

Next, the image point moves on the circular orbit R from
point Sa on pixel A to point Sb on pixel B (S1103). The image
point makes a constant velocity circular movement on the
circular orbit R, but the direction going from point Sa to point
Sb is along the X direction. Therefore this movement direc-
tion is deemed the X direction.

Next, the image on the light receiving surface 11 is cap-
tured (S1104) when the image point is positioned on point Sh
on pixel B on the circular orbit R. The captured image is
stored in the second memory (S1105).

Continuing, the image point moves over circular orbit R
from point Sb on pixel B to point Sc on pixel C (S1106). The
image point make a constant velocity circular movement on
the circular orbit R, but the direction going from point Sb to
point Sc is along the Y direction. Therefore this movement
direction is deemed the Y direction.

Next, the image on the light receiving surface 11 is cap-
tured (S1107) when the image point is positioned on point Sc
on pixel C on the circular orbit R. The captured image is
stored in the third memory (S1108).

Next, a calculation is made of the difference in output
levels among pixels respectively receiving light for the same
part of an image before and after the image point moves over
a predetermined part on the circular orbit. Before and after
movement in the X direction, pixels A and B receive light for
the same image part. Over the entire light-receiving surface,
adjacent pixels inthe X direction respectively receive light for
the same image part. Output levels for adjacent pixels inthe X
direction, stored in first and second memories, are thus read
out and the differences in output levels of adjacent pixels
before and after movement in the X direction are respectively
calculated as the first differential (S1109).

Also, before and after movement in the Y direction, pixels
B and C receive light for the same image part. Over the entire
light-receiving surface, adjacent pixels in the Y direction
respectively receive light for the same image part. Output
levels for adjacent pixels in the X direction, stored in second
and third memories, are thus read out and the differences in
output levels of adjacent pixels before and after movement in
the Y direction are respectively calculated as the second dif-
ferential (S1110).

Next, first differentials are added up in sequence for the
pixel rows arrayed in the X direction to calculate a first offset
amount for each pixel in pixel lines arrayed in the X direction
(S1111). Next, with respect to pixel lines arrayed in the Y
direction, second differentials are added up in sequence and a
second offset amount for each pixel in pixel lines arrayed in
the Y direction is calculated (S1112).

Next, the output levels of each pixel on the light receiving
surface 11 are corrected (S1113) based on the first and second
offset amounts.

Thus in the sixth operating example, an image position can
be continuously moved by moving the image position so as to
cause its track to describe a circular orbit. It is therefore easy
to attain positioning accuracy for the image position. Also, an
image position can be stably moved by moving the image
position to continuously implement a uniform velocity
straight line movement. Corrections can also be easily imple-
mented in each cycle of the circular movement of the image
position.

In the image memory described above we discussed
examples in which the present invention is constituted using
particular conditions, but the present invention is not limited
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thereto, and various modifications and combinations of the
present invention are possible. In the above-described
embodiments we discussed an example of an image capture
device wherein an image shifting means was incorporated
into optics, but in the present invention the image shifting
means is not limited thereto. The image shifting means may
also be one which displaces the entire optics in a direction
perpendicular to the optical axis thereof, and displaces the
light-receiving surface of the image capture means in a direc-
tion perpendicular to the optical axis of the optics.

POTENTIAL INDUSTRIAL APPLICATIONS

The present invention may also be applied to an image
capture device for capturing infrared images, or to an image
capture device for capturing visible light images. The present
invention is also favorably used in monitor cameras for which
there is a requirement for uninterrupted image capture. The
present invention may also be applied to line sensors having
a light-receiving surface constituted by a single pixel line.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1: image capture device

10: camera body

11: light receiving surface

12: image capture means

13: image processing means

20: lens unit

21: optics

22: image shifting means

22a: lens

131: differential calculating section
132: offset amount calculating section
133: correcting section

The invention claimed is:
1. An image capture device comprising:
an image capturing means having a light-receiving surface,
on which are arrayed pixels composed of image captur-
ing elements for outputting electrical signals at output
levels responsive to received light intensity;
optics including a lens capable of forming an image of an
object on the light-receiving surface;
an image shifting means for moving an image position on
the light-receiving surface in a direction in which the
pixels are arrayed by a distance N times a pixel spacing
on the light receiving surface, where N is a positive
integer, by moving the lens; and
animage processing means for processing images captured
by the image capturing means;
wherein the image capturing means captures a first image
and a second image on the light-receiving surface before
and after movement of the image position on the light-
receiving surface by the image shifting means in the
direction in which the pixels are arrayed by the distance
N times the pixel spacing on the light-receiving surface;
wherein the image processing means includes
a differential calculating section for calculating differ-
ences in output levels between pixels receiving light
for the same part of the first image and the second
image on the light-receiving surface captured by the
image capturing means before and after movement of
the image position on the light-receiving surface by
the image shifting means in the direction in which the
pixels are arrayed by the distance N times the pixel
spacing on the light-receiving surface;
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an offset amount calculating section for sequentially
adding the differences in output levels between the
pixels receiving light for the same part of the first
image and the second image, calculated by the difter-
ential calculating section, for a pixel line arrayed in a
direction of movement of the image position, so as to
calculate an offset amount for output levels of pixels
in the pixel line; and
a correction section for correcting the output levels of
the pixels in the pixel line so as to equalize variability
in the output levels between the pixels in the pixel
line, based on the offset amount for the output levels
of the pixels in the pixel line, calculated by the offset
amount calculating section.
2. The image capture device of claim 1, wherein the image

processing means corrects the output levels of the pixels in the
pixel line, according to respective positions of the pixels on
the light-receiving surface so as to cancel out an effect of
shading by the image capture device.

3. The image capture device of claim 1, wherein

the image shifting means returns the image position back to
a pre-movement image position after movement of the
image position on the light-receiving surface in the
direction in which the pixels are arrayed by the distance
N times the pixel spacing on the light-receiving surface,
and the image capturing means captures a third image on
the light-receiving surface after returning the image
position to the pre-movement position;

the image processing means calculates amounts of change
in output levels between pixels receiving light for the
same part of the first image and the third image on the
light-receiving surface captured by the image capturing
means before movement of the image position on the
light-receiving surface by the image shifting means in
the direction in which the pixels are arrayed by the
distance N times the pixel spacing on the light-receiving
surface and after returning of the image position to the
pre-movement image position; and

the offset amount calculating section eliminates the differ-
ences in output levels between pixels receiving light for
the same part of the first image and the second image on
the light-receiving surface, the pixels having the
amounts of change in output levels calculated by the
image processing means, that are equal to or greater than
a predetermined reference value, in calculating the off-
set amount.

4. The image capture device of claim 1, wherein

the pixels on the light-receiving surface are arrayed ina two
dimensional matrix, and the direction in which the pixels
are arrayed comprises a first alignment direction and a
second alignment direction perpendicular to the first
alignment direction;

the image shifting means causes the image position to
move in the first alignment direction of the pixels on the
light-receiving surface and in the second alignment
direction perpendicular to the first alignment direction;

the image capture means captures the first image and the
second image on the light-receiving surface before and
after movement of the image position on the light-re-
ceiving surface in the first alignment direction, and cap-
tures a third image on the light-receiving surface after
movement of the image position on the light-receiving
surface in the second alignment direction;

wherein the differential calculating section calculates dif-
ferences in output levels between pixels receiving light
for the same part of the first image and the second image
before and after movement of the image position in the
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first alignment direction as first differentials, and calcu-
lates differences in output levels between pixels receiv-
ing light for the same part of the first image and the third
image before movement ofthe image position in the first
alignment direction and after movement of the image
position in the second alignment direction as second
differentials; and

wherein the offset amount calculating section sequentially
adds the first differentials in a first pixel line arrayed in
the first alignment direction to calculate first offset
amounts for the pixels in the first pixel line, and sequen-
tially adds the second differentials in a second pixel line
arrayed in the second alignment direction to calculate
second offset amounts for the pixels in the second pixel
line; and

wherein the correction section corrects the output levels of
the pixels in the first and second pixel lines based on the
first and second offset amounts.

5. The image capture device of claim 1, wherein:

the pixels on the light-receiving surface are arrayed in a two
dimensional matrix, and the direction in which the pixels
are arrayed comprises a first alignment direction and a
second alignment direction perpendicular to the first
alignment direction;

the image shifting means moves the image position on the
light-receiving surface translationally so that a track of
any given point of an image on the light-receiving sur-
face describes a circular orbit on the light-receiving sur-
face;

the image capturing means captures the first image and the
second image on the light-receiving surface before and
after movement of the image position on the light-re-
ceiving surface by the image shifting means so that the
given point of the image on the light-receiving surface
moves over a first predetermined part of the circular orbit
along the first alignment direction of the pixels, and
captures a third image on the light-receiving surface
after movement of the image position on the light-re-
ceiving surface so that the given point of the image on
the light-receiving surface moves over a second prede-
termined part of the circular orbit along the second
alignment direction of the pixels;

the differential calculating section calculates differences in
output levels between pixels receiving light for the same
part of the first image and the second image before and
after movement of the image position on the light-re-
ceiving surface by the image shifting means so that the
given point of the image on the light-receiving surface
moves over the first predetermined part of the circular
orbit along the first alignment direction of the pixel, as
first differentials, and calculates differences in output
levels between pixels receiving light for the same part of
the second image and the third image before and after
movement of the image position on the light-receiving
surface by the image shifting means so that the given
point of the image moves over the second predetermined
part of the circular orbit along the second alignment
direction of the pixel, as second differentials;

the offset amount calculating section sequentially adds the
first differentials in a first pixel line arrayed in the first
alignment direction to calculate first offset amounts for
the pixels in the first pixel line, and sequentially adds the
second differentials in a second pixel line arrayed in the
second alignment direction to calculate second offset
amounts for the pixels in the second pixel line; and
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the correction section corrects the output levels of the pix-
els in the first and second pixel lines based on the first
and second offset amounts.

6. The image capture device of claim 5, wherein the image
shifting means moves the image position so that the desired
point of the image on the light-receiving surface makes a
continuous constant velocity circular movement.

7. The image capture device of claim 1, wherein:

the image capturing means and the image processing
means comprise an image capture device;

the optics and the image shifting means comprise a lens
unit detachable from the image capture device main
body;

the image capture device main body outputs data including
the pixel spacing on the light-receiving surface to the
lens unit; and

the image shifting means moves the image position based
on the data.

8. The image capture device of claim 1, wherein:

the image capturing means outputs a sync signal in sync
with a timing at which an image on the light-receiving
surface is captured; and

the image shifting means moves the image position based
on the sync signal.

9. The image capture device of claim 1, wherein:

the image shifting means outputs a sync signal in sync with
a timing at which the image position is moved; and

the image capturing means captures an image on the light-
receiving surface based on the sync signal.

10. The image capture device of claim 1, wherein each of
the image capturing elements is a bolometer or a microbo-
lometer.

11. A pixel output level correcting method in an image
capture device including an image capturing means having a
light-receiving surface, arrayed on which are pixels compris-
ing image capturing elements for outputting electrical signals
at an output level responsive to received light intensity, and
optics including a lens for forming an image of an object on
the light-receiving surface, wherein:

an image position on the light-receiving surface is moved
on the light-receiving surface in a direction in which the
pixels are arrayed by a distance N times a pixel spacing
on the light receiving surface, where N is a positive
integer, by moving the lens;

a first image and a second image on the light-receiving
surface are captured before and after movement of the
image position in the direction in which the pixels are
arrayed by the distance N times a pixel spacing on the
light receiving surface;

differences in output levels between pixels receiving light
for the same portion of the first image and the second
image on the light-receiving surface captured before and
after movement of the image position in the direction in
which the pixels are arrayed by the distance N times the
pixel spacing on the light receiving surface are calcu-
lated;

the calculated differences in output levels between the
pixels receiving light for the same part of the first image
and the second image are sequentially added for a pixel
line arrayed in a direction of movement of the image
position so that offset amount for output levels of pixels
in the pixel line is calculated; and

the output levels of the pixels in the pixel line are corrected
so as to equalize variability in the output levels between
the pixels in the pixel line, based on the calculated offset
amount.
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12. An infrared camera system comprising:
an image capturing means having an infrared light-receiv-
ing surface, arrayed on which are pixels composed of
image capturing elements for outputting electrical sig-
nals at output levels responsive to received light inten-
sity;
optics including a lens capable of forming an image of an
object on the light-receiving surface;
an image shifting means for moving an image position on
the light-receiving surface in a direction in which the
pixels are arrayed by a distance N times a pixel spacing
on the light receiving surface, where N is a positive
integer, by moving the lens; and
animage processing means for processing images captured
by the image capturing means;
wherein the image capturing means captures a first image
and a second image on the light-receiving surface before
and after movement of the image position on the light-
receiving surface by the image shifting means in the
direction in which the pixels are arrayed by the distance
N times the pixel spacing on the light receiving surface;
and
the image processing means includes
a differential calculating section for calculating differ-
ences in output levels between pixels receiving light
for a same part of the first image and the second image
on the light-receiving surface captured by the image
capturing means before and after movement of the
image position in the direction in which the pixels are
arrayed by the distance N times a pixel spacing on the
light receiving surface;
an offset amount calculating section for sequentially
adding the differences in output levels between the
pixels receiving light for the same part of the first
image and the second image, calculated by the difter-
ential calculating section, for a pixel line arrayed in a
direction of movement of the image position, so as to
calculate an offset amount for output levels of pixels
in the pixel line; and
a correction section for correcting the output levels of
the pixels in the pixel line so as to equalize variability
in the output levels between the pixels in the pixel
line, based on the offset amount for the output levels
of' the pixels in the pixel line, calculated by the offset
amount calculating section.
13. An interchangeable lens system comprising:
an image capture device main unit; and
a lens unit removable from the image capture device main
unit;
wherein the image capture device main unit includes an
image capturing means having a light-receiving surface,
arrayed on which are pixels composed of image captur-
ing elements for outputting electrical signals at output
levels responsive to received light intensity; and: an
image processing means for processing images captured
by the image capturing means,
wherein the lens unit includes optics having a lens capable
of forming an image of an object on the light-receiving
surface; and an image shifting means for moving an
image position on the light-receiving surface in a direc-
tion in which the pixels are arrayed by a distance N times
apixel spacing on the light receiving surface, where N is
a positive integer, by moving the lens;
wherein the image capturing means captures a first image
and a second image on the light-receiving surface before
and after movement of the image position on the light-
receiving surface by the image shifting means in the
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direction in which the pixels are arrayed by the distance
N times a pixel spacing on the light receiving surface,
and

wherein the image processing means includes a differential
calculating section for calculating differences in output 5
levels between pixels receiving light for a same part of
the first image and the second image on the light-receiv-
ing surface captured by the image capturing means
before and after movement of the image position in the
direction in which the pixels are arrayed by the distance 10
N times the pixel spacing on the light receiving surface;
an offset amount calculating section for sequentially
adding the differences in output levels between the pix-
els receiving light for the same part of the first image and
the second image, calculated by the difference calculat- 15
ing section, for a pixel line arrayed in a direction of
movement of the image position, so as to calculate an
offset amount for output levels of pixels in the pixel line;
and a correcting section for correcting the output levels
of'the pixels in the pixel line so as to equalize variability 20
in the output levels between the pixels in the pixel line,
based on the offset amount for the output levels of the
pixels in the pixel line, calculated by the offset amount
calculating section.
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